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The State of Rhode Island has adopted the NFPA 2021code cycle
What does this mean for you?
Changes!!

NFPA 1 2021 (Fire Code)
NFPA 101 2021(Life Safety Code)
NFPA 13 2019 (Installation of Sprinkler Systems)
NFPA 25 2020 (Inspection, Testing & Maintenance Sprinkler Systems)
NFPA 72 2022 Fire Alarm



A Assisted Living Facilities
A Medical Gases

A The operation, testing, and maintenance of medical
gases shall be in accordance with NFPA 99.

A The requirements of 32/33.3.3.2.4 are new to the 2021
edition of the Code. Some facilities receive medical gas
shipments less frequently, which results in larger —
guantities of medical gases being stored. These new N
sections referenddFPA 99 which is the source document

for requirements related to medical gas. \




* NFPA 99 2021

 11.6.2.3

* Cylinders shall be protected from damage
by means of the following specific
procedures:

* Freestanding cylinders shall be properly
chained or supported in a proper cylinder
stand or cart.




A 2018 Code ™

A 10.3.1* \

A Where required by the applicable provisions of this Code,
draperies, curtains, and other similar loosely hanging
furnishings and decorations shall meet the flame propagati@n
performance criteria contained in Test Method 1 or Test
Method 2, as appropriate, of NFPA 701.

A 2021 Code

A 10.3.1* Draperies, Curtains, and Other Hanging or
Suspended Furnishings and Decorations.

A Where required by the applicable provisions of this
Code, draperies, curtains, and other hanging or
suspended furnishings and decorations shall meet the
flame propagation performance criteria contained in Test
Method 1 or Test Method 2, as appropriate, of NFPA 701.













A Newly added in the 2021 Code
A Combustible Decorative Vegetation.

A 10.3.9.1 Flammability of Combustible Artificial Decorative
Vegetation.

A Combustible artificial decorative vegetation shall meet one
of the following:

A The flame propagation performance criteria of Test Method
1 or Test Method 2, as appropriate, of NFPA 701

A A maximum heat release rate of 100 kW when tested to
NFPA 289, using the 2RW ignition source
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Portable Space Heé&teating Devices

2018 Code 2021 Code

A Portable spacheating devices shall be prohibited in all health A Portable spacheating devices shall be prohibited in all health

care occupancies, unless both of the following criteria are met: care occupancies, unless both of the following criteria are met:

A (1) Such devices are used only in nonsleeping staff and employed (1) Such devices are used only in nonsleeping staff and employee
areas. areas.

A (2 The heating elements of such devices do not exceelf 212 A (2) Such devices are listed and labeled for use as a freestanding,
(1004C). movable heater in accordance with UL 1278, Movable and Wall

or CeilingHung Electric Room Heaters.



Wet pajamas were placed on this electric heater, causing the clo
to start smoking and set the fire alarm off.




(et
A Newly added in the 2021 Code

\

A 11.1 Electrical Fire Safety

A 11.1.2.2.1* '

A Where the AHJ determines that there is sufficient evidence that
existing electrical wiring, fixtures, appliances, or equipment is
potentially unsafe, the AHJ is authorized to require an evaluation of
the existing electrical wiring, fixtures, appliances, or equipment, or
portion thereof, by a qualified person.

A 11.1.2.2.2

A The qualified person shall provide a report to the AHJ with an
assessment of the condition of the electrical wiring, fixtures,
appliances, or equipment along with recommendations for any
needed repairs to correct the unsafe condition(s).






A 10.3.9.3 Electrical Equipment.
A 10.3.9.3.1

A Electrical wiring and listed luminaires
used on combustible artificial decorative
vegetation shall be listed for that
application.

A 10.3.9.3.2

A The use of electrical wiring and of
luminaires constructed entirely of metal
shall not be permitted on combustible
artificial decorative vegetation.

A 10.3.9.4 Open Flames.

A Candles and open flames shall not be
used on or near combustible artificial
decorative vegetation.



A Unused Openings need to be
covered with blanks for safety
purposes.

A Every circuit shall be legibly
identified; this is not acceptable as
labeled.







Only approved
listed devices
shall be
utilized







This Is the
regulation In
the Electrical
Code NFPA
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m nails, screws, wires,
ial aren’t permitted.




Solled Linen and Trash Receptacles

2018 Code 2021 Code

A 19.75.7.1

. . A 19.7.5.7.1*
A Soiled linen or trash collection receptacles shall not

exceed 32 gal (121 L) in capacity and shall meet all of thé Soiled linen or trash collection receptacles with capacities
following requirements: greater than 64 gal (242 L) shall be located in a hazardous

_ _ L area when not attended.
A (1) The average density of container capacity in a room or

A Itis not the intent to permit collection receptacles with a capacity greater
space shall not exceed 0.5 gal/ft2 (20.4 L/m2). than6agal (242L) 10 be positioned at or near
* : ; ; ; argument that such nursesd station 1is
A (2) MOb”e. ‘.SOIIed linen or trash collection receptaCIeS receptacle itself needs to be actively attended by staff. Staff might leave the
with capacities greater than 32 gal (121 L) shall be large receptacle in the corridor outside a patient room while entering the

located in a room protected as a hazardous area when not room to collect soiled linen or trash, but staff is expected to return to the
attended receptacle, move on to the next room, and repeat the collection function.

: Where staff is not actively collecting material for placement in the receptacle,
A (3) Container size and density shall not be limited in the receptacle is to be moved to a room protected as a hazardous area

hazardous areas.



Solled Linen and Trash Receptacles.

2018 Code 2021 Code

A 19.75.7.2* A 19.75.7.2*

A Containers used solely for recycling clean waste or for patient records A Containers greater than 64 gal (242 L) used solely for recycling clean waste
awaiting destruction shall be permitted to be excluded from the requirements or for patient records awaiting destruction shall be permitted to be excluded
of 19.7.5.7.1 where all the following conditions are met: from the requirements of 19.7.5.7.1 where all the following conditions are

met:

A (1) Each container shall be limited to a maximum capacity of 96 gal (363 L),
except as permitted by 19.7.5.7.2(2) or (3). A (1) Each container shall be limited to a maximum capacity of 96 gal (363 L).

A (2)* Containers with capacities greater than 96 gal (363 L) shall be located i& (2) Containers for combustibles shall be labeled and listed as meeting the
a room protected as a hazardous area when not attended. requirements of FM Approval 6921, Approval Standard for Containers for

, , o , Combustible Waste; however, such testing, listing, and labeling shall not be

A (3) Container size shall not be limited in hazardous areas. limited to FM Approvals.

A (4) Containers for combustibles shall be labeled and listed as meeting the
requirements of FM Approval 6921, Approval Standard for Containers for
Combustible Waste; however, such testing, listing, and labeling shall not be
limited to FM Approvals.



A Assisted Living Facilities
A New in 2021:

A 33.3.3.6.6.4

A In buildings protected throughout by
an approved automatic sprinkler
system installed in accordance with
33.3.3.5, doors shall be equipped with
latches for keeping the doors tightly
closed



Charging
Lead Acid
and Wet

Batteries




ATo determine if your
equipment contains wet
batteries or lead acid

batteries be sure to read the
warning labels affixed to the
machi nes. The

manual is also a good
resource

TO REDUCE THE RISK OF FIRE,
EXPLOSION, ELECTRICAL SHOCK,
OR INJURY:
« Read manual before operating machine.
« Do not use or pick up flammable

gl

| » Do not use near flammable liquids,

vapors or combustible dusts.

« Lead-Acid Batteries emit hydrogen
gas. Explosion or fire can result. Keep
sparks and open flame away when
charging.

« Disconnect mrym cables :lﬂd charger

ug before ng macnine.

. S'o f.og charge batteries with damaged
cord.

« Do not use outdoors. Store indoors.

POUR REDUI
D’INCENDIE,
ELECTRIQUE
¢ Lisez le manu
o N'utilisez pas
matériaux infl




8. BATTERY MAINTENANCE AND CHARGING

! DANGER

Do not check the batteries by sparking.
The batteries give off flammable fumes. Put out all fires and hot embers before
checking or topping up the batteries.
Perform the operations described above in a ventilated room.

To avoid permanent damage to the batteries, do not run them down completely.
Remember that when the corresponding red light (fig. C, ref. 2) flashes on the control
panel, you must charge the batteries.

8.1. Charging procedure

« if the machine does not have an on-board charger, connect the external battery charger
connector to the battery wiring connector.

e if the machine has an on-board battery charger, connect the on-board battery charger
power cable (fig. H, ref. 1).

d IMPORTANT

In the case of gel batteries, use a charger specific for gel batteries only.

¢ Charge the batteries as described in the battery charger manual;

s at the end of charging, disconnect the connectors;

« reconnect the battery wiring connector to the machine connector (machine with external
battery charger).




The discharge air in the room where the battggrated floor scrubbers are being
charged cannot recirculate into the buildings return air system. The batteries emit
flammable hydrogen gas while charging, It needs to be directly vented to the outside.

NFPA 90A 2018

4.3.8 Air Inlets- Return or Exhaust or Return and Exhaust

AWARNING:

Batteries emit hydrogen gas. Explosion or fire can result. Keep sparks and open flame away. Keep battery
compartment open during charging. Keep sparks and flames away from the batteries. Do not smoke

around batteries.

4.3.8.1 General Air shall not be recirculated from any space in which flammable vapors,
flyings, or dust are present in quantities and concentrations that would introduce a
hazardous condition into the return air system



N\

\\\ However, é.

: Battery operated

- equipment cannot be
charged In closets or
rooms that lack
ventilation.

SAV A

* When batteries emit hydrogen gas in a

room that is not ventilated, the primary
risk is an explosion or fire. Hydrogen is a
colorless, odorless, and highly flammable
gas that is lighter than air, causing it to
rise and accumulate in pockets near the
ceiling or in enclosed areas.




When it comes to

your facllities
Emergency Action
Plans; things to be
consi dered?é@é




shutterstock com - 1632190006

A Your Emergency Action Plan needs to be building
specific

AThe contactods that are | i ¢
current, and those that are listed need to understand
and capable to perform their duties.

A The Utility Companies listed should have the
correct emergency number listed.

A (and the correct state)

A The administration shall have, in effect and
available to all supervisory personnel, written copies
of a plan for the protection of all persons in the event
of fire, for their evacuation to areas of refuge, and for
their evacuation from the building when necessary

How often are new employees trained and updated as
to their duties under the plan?




AFire Drills.

A Important note:

A In the event of a fire or fire drill, equipment, linen carts or any other
items mustNEVER be placed in a resident's room. This will impede
entry for personnel to enter the room or safely exit the room if necessary.

A Fire drills shall be conducted by fire alarm activation, via drill switch

A **When drills are conducted between 9:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m. (2100
hours and 0600 hours), a coded announcement shall be permitted to be
used instead of activating the fire alarm system notification appliances



Office of the State Fire Marshal

560 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick, RI 02886
Telephone: (401) 889-5555 Fax: (401) 889-5533

Elizabeth Dwyer Timothy P. McLaughlin
Director Stat Tarshal
Department of Business Regulation Office of the State Fire Marshal

Date: February 25, 2026

To: All Fire Departments and Fire Districts
From: The office of the State Fire Marshal
Subject: Firefighter Details

In the interest of life safety, the office of the State Fire Marshal is issuing the
following directive:

Fire Alarm Systems / Sprinkler Systems
Nursing homes, hospitals, assisted living facilities and hotels shall require a uniformed firefighter
detail® if any one of the following are met:
e A critical impairment of a required fire alarm system.
e When a required fire alarm system is out of service for more than four (4) hours?,

o |f the buildings sprinkler system is out of service for more than four (4) hours.

Preplanned Sprinkler Impairments

Nursing homes, hospitals, assisted living facilities and hotels shall require a uniformed firefighter®
for all preplanned sprinkler impairments according to RIFC Chapter 13.3.3.6.5.1°.

Apartment Buildings
It shall be the responsibility of the municipal fire departments or fire districts to determine the need
for a fire watch in any apartment building experiencing an unacceptable fire alarm or sprinkler
impairment.

Sincerely,

Timothy McLaughlin

Rhode Island State EireMarshal / _—
— j £ /€ - ///
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All
Things
Laundry.




A

All clothes dryers shall be
exhausted to the outside
air.

ducts shall have a
maximum length not

Clothes dryer exhaust

exceeding 35 ft (10.7 m)
as measured from the
dryer terminal to the outle

J
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ADucts for exhausting clothes
dryers shall not be put together
with sheet metal screws or other
fastening means that extend into
the duct.




Kitchen
Violations




Hoods that are not properly cleaned
cause a pleather of problesnO

There should be roof access so the
exhaust can be properly cleaned.
Without proper access, it will lead
to significant problems.







