
A Lifetime of Protection
Providing a hepatitis B vaccine birth dose to all Rhode Island

newborns prevents chronic infection and liver cancer.
Protect your baby from day 1
Strong immunization recommendations have saved millions 
of lives—including the hepatitis B vaccine given to newborn 
babies. Hepatitis B, a virus that attacks and damages the liver, 
is the world’s leading cause of liver cancer. The virus can only 
be transmitted through contact with infected blood or other 
body fluids. Sometimes these amounts are too small to see on 
a caregiver or on common household objects. 

Starting with the hepatitis B birth dose protects your child 
from day 1, preventing chronic infection and reducing the 
risk of liver cancer for life.

Protection against what we can’t see
• Unfortunately, all mothers are not tested correctly, or at all, 

for hepatitis B. Even when testing is done, results may be 
missed, delayed, or inaccurate, leaving babies unprotected.

• In some cases, household and caregiver transmission can 
occur if an adult or child has hepatitis B but is unaware or 
untested. This may happen through common, small open 
wounds, like a scratch or diaper rash, or from dried blood 
or body fluids on shared items like nail clippers. 

Protection for infants when most vulnerable
• The hepatitis B vaccine is considered one of the safest and 

most effective vaccines ever made.

• Most people who complete the hepatitis B vaccine series 
are immune for life.

• It’s okay to have questions about vaccines. Your healthcare 
professional can help you make the best decision for you 
and your family.

The birth dose vaccine protects your baby when they need it most.

90% of infants perinatally infected with HBV will develop chronic hepatitis B

Give your baby a healthy
start. Protect them from

hepatitis B—right from birth.

Learn more at health.ri.gov/hep-b

https://health.ri.gov/hepatitis-viral/hepatitis-b

