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Retirement News

Please join KIDSNET staff in thanking Ellen Amore for her dedication to
maternal and child health and wishing her a wonderful retirement. Ellen
retired in October after 19 years as the KIDSNET Manager. She played a
critical role in the development and implementation of KIDSNET. Under
her leadership, KIDSNET expanded to include adult immunizations and is
home to the Rhode Island Child and Adult Immunization Registry
(RICAIR). She worked at the Rhode Island Department of Health for
more than 30 years, including serving as the Home Visiting and
Newborn Screening Program Managers. She will be missed!
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Importance of Hepatitis B Vaccine Birth Dose and
Pediatric Hepatitis B Vaccination

RIDOH continues to recommend all newborns receive a hepatitis B
vaccine birth dose within 24 hours of delivery, regardless of the hepatitis
B infection status of the birth parent, and that all children complete the
full vaccination series within 18 months. These recommendations align
with the American Academy of Pediatrics’ Recommended Child
and Adolescent Immunization Schedule and the Northeast Public
Health Collaborative.

Learn more at ri.gov/press/view/50130

2025 Major Accomplishments

DATA ENTRY

e More than 9,500 vaccine administrations have been entered into
KIDSNET/RICAIR by provider organizations using the provider data
entry tool in 2025.

e Completed visual and User Interface Enhancements
REPORTS

* Improvements made to the Newborn Hearing Screening
Report include adding Early Intervention as a “Service Needed”,
including children with diagnosis in-progress and improving the
formatting and printing of the report.

¢ Added Guanidinoacetate Methyltransferase (GAMT)
Deficiency and Mucopolysaccharidosis Type Il (MPS Il), two
new conditions for newborn screening, to the Newborn Screening
page for children born in Rhode Island
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https://mailchi.mp/notification.health.ri.gov/advisory-hepatitis-b-vaccination-importance-12012025
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://downloads.aap.org/AAP/PDF/AAP-Immunization-Schedule.pdf
https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/2025-11/NEPHC-Hep-B-Statement.pdf
https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/2025-11/NEPHC-Hep-B-Statement.pdf
https://www.ri.gov/press/view/50130

* Added two lab report PDFs, along with the age limit increase from 22 to 25, on the Newborn Screening page

e For children younger than 17 (starting with births in 2025), a PDF of the Sickle Cell laboratory report is now
accessible on the Newborn Screening page.

e For those age 17-25, a PDF of the Sickle Cell report is now accessible from the Newborn Screening page.
* Enhancements were made to the Newborn Diagnostic Clinic forms and Circle of Care application in KIDSNET.
* Developed an Aggregate Routine Immunization Data Report

e A detailed assessment of KIDSNET/RICAIR was performed and an updated plan was created for infrastructure
improvements in the next two years as part of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC) Public Health
Infrastructure Grant (PHIG) program. In the future, this will include a new Provider Facing Data Quality Dashboard.

ELECTRONIC DATA SUBMISSION (And EXCHANGE)

* As of December 2025, KIDSNET/RICAIR has had 942,224 vaccine administrations added to patient records

during calendar year 2025.

e KIDSNET/RICAIR is the first Immunization Information System using the Fast Healthcare Interoperability
Resource (FHIR) standard for immunization data query. Community College of Rhode Island is the first
organization in Rhode Island to be onboarded.

e KIDSNET/RICAIR has passed all 16 complete CDC measures and is now Validated at the Complete Level for
Submission and Acknowledgment.

e KIDSNET/RICAIR has passed all three CDC measures and is now Validated at the Complete Level for
Transport.

e KIDSNET/RICAIR has passed the five CDC basic measures and is now Validated at the Basic Level for Query
and Response.

DATA PARTNERSHIPS
e Completed 2024 BMI data exchange with the Managed Care Organizations
e Completed implementation of the first HL7 Diagnostic Audiology reporting interface with a Hospital System
* Added the City of Philadelphia jurisdiction for IZ Gateway immunization data exchange

DATA QUALITY

e KIDSNET/RICAIR has passed all three measures and is now Validated at the Complete Level for CDC Data
Quality Incoming/Ongoing Assessment areas.

e Automated cleaning and validating of patient addresses in KIDSNET nightly; Implemented Smarty’s address
validation tools to improve data quality; Initially processed 3.8 million addresses, resulting in a reduction of
800,000 duplicate addresses

* Programming was put in place to automatically delete duplicate vaccine doses, including RSV and Flu
doses, continuing deduplication progress from last year. More than 40,000 flu doses sent to KIDSNET with
inaccurate code information were deduplicated from prior years.

e Maintained code tables to include new vaccines/treatments (example Flu, Mpox, RSV, COVID vaccines)

e Successfully completed deduplication of approximately two million immunization dose records,
enhancing program data integrity and supporting practices in refining reporting accuracy through improved
system checks

e This year, nightly deduplication removed 67,530 duplicate immunization dose records, excluding the initial
bulk deduplication run amounts, which continues to improve the accuracy of our registry.

TECHNOLOGY
e Updated the KIDSNET/RICAIR database, and server operating system to their latest versions.

e Tested new outbound fax capability directly from KIDSNET in a pilot program involving two pediatric practices and
the periodic fax transmission of the Newborn Hearing Screening report.
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WEB APPLICATION AND VACCINE ORDERING

e Limited the number of addresses displayed in KIDSNET/RICAIR to the two most recent addresses; additional
previous addresses have been maintained and can now be viewed with drop-down access if desired

* Enhancements made to the patient search when a date of birth is entered as the search criteria; middle name and
aliases are also searched and matches are found regardless of a non-alphanumeric characters (such as a hyphen) in
a person’s name

» Updated online training, forms, and resources page links in KIDSNET/RICAIR

* Developed a new automated interface (API) to CDC's Vaccine Ordering system (VTrckS) to improve efficiency and
speed of vaccine ordering-related data transfers from KIDSNET/RICAIR to the CDC

e Installed five new releases of the Immunization Calculation Engine (ICE), including updates to immunization
evaluation and forecasting logic for COVID-19, Flu, Hepatitis A, Hepatitis B, Hib, MMR, Pneumococcal, Polio, RSV,
Zoster, HPV, Meningococcal, and Meningococcal B

* A drop box is now available for RICAIR Request Forms in the lobby of the RIDOH’s Cannon Building. Updated
forms are also available online at Inmunization Records | Department of Health

NATIONAL COLLABORATIONS AND PRESENTATATIONS
* Danielle Woods represented KIDSNET/RICAIR and provided leading contributions as a co-author about
Maintaining Data Integrity in Rhode Island in collaboration with our vendor partner. The article was
published by the American Immunization Registry Association (AIRA).

e Danielle Woods represented KIDSNET/RICAIR at the National American Immunization Registry Association
Conference and presented on Success Factors for Vaccine Deduplication in Rhode Island.

e Lisa Gargano, Chief of the Office of Immunization, and Jeff Goggin, KIDSNET/RICAIR/OSMOSSIS Development
Manager, are participating in a new Immunization Calculation Engine Advisory Group (which applies
forecasting for immunization recommendations) that was formed in Fall 2025.

e Ellen Amore presented on KIDSNET's role in the Newborn Screening Follow-up at the 2025 Association of
Public Health Laboratories (APHL) Newborn Screening Symposium in Providence in October 2025.

e Emily Eisenstein, Newborn Screening Program Manager, served as the Symposium Planning Committee Chair
for the 2025 APHL Newborn Screening Symposium.
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https://health.ri.gov/immunization/immunization-records

