


Arrestee DNA Collection

Forensic Biology Laboratory



DNA Database

• CODIS – State and national database

• Convicted offenders – all felony convictions 
must provide DNA sample

• These are collected by lab staff at ACI/probation

• Arrestee DNA samples
• Collected by police department at booking



Effective July 1, 2015

• R.I.G.L. 12-1.5 “DNA Detection of Sexual and 
Violent Offenders”

• Amended to include mandatory DNA sampling 
at booking of anyone arrested for a “Crime of 
Violence”



Crimes of Violence

• Murder
• Manslaughter
• 1st degree arson
• Kidnapping with intent 

to extort
• Robbery
• Larceny from the 

person
• 1st and 2nd degree 

sexual assault

• 1st and 2nd degree child 
molestation

• Assault with intent to 
commit murder, 
robbery, 1st degree 
sexual assault

• Burglary
• Entering a dwelling with 

intent to commit 
murder, robbery, sexual 
assault, or larceny



Special Conditions

• Lab shall not test samples prior to arraignment 
or judicial hearing finding probable cause

• If defendant was released and failed to appear 
for hearing, or escaped prior to hearing, the 
sample may be tested

• Arrestee may request or consent to having their 
DNA tested prior to arraignment – if this is the 
case subject must sign rights form and return to 
lab with sample

• If qualifying charges are determined to be 
unsupported by probable cause, the sample 
must be destroyed



Expungement

• Prosecuting authority shall notify State Health 
Laboratories of an event requiring expungement

• i.e. no indictment, voluntary dismissal, not guilty 
verdict, conviction of lessor offense, etc.

• Must provide arrestee with written notice 
regarding expungement rights

• “Rights to Expungement” notice in English and 
Spanish



Booking

• Perform fingerprinting (Live Scan)

• Print a detailed demographic sheet of person
• Name
• Date of birth
• Race
• RI State ID / Social Security Number (SSN)
• Bureau of Criminal Identification and Investigation 

(BCI) Number
• Charges arrested for



DNA Collection Kits

• Must include an FTA card

• Where to purchase suitable collection kits:
• Qiagen EasiCollect Plus (part #WB120472)
• TriTech Forensics EasiCollect Devices (part #BODPA-FTA-EASI)
• Arrowhead Forensics EasiCollect Plus (part #AWB120472)



Whatman EasiCollect
Buccal Collection Kit



1. Swab by 
rubbing the foam 
tip on the inside of 
the cheek for 15 
seconds. Repeat 
using the opposite 
cheek. Remove 
the foam tip from 
the mouth.

2. Carefully 
remove the plastic 
protective film 
from the Card 
holder to expose 
the Card.

3. Fold the 
EasiCollect at the 
hinge joint and 
press the foam 
applicator onto the 
Indicating FTA Card 
for 10 seconds.

4. Release the foam 
applicator from under 
the foam head snap 
at the front of the 
EasiCollect by 
bending back on the 
handle.

5. Pull the stem up to the top position on the stem 
snap. This provides an air gap between the foam 
head and swab that allows the card to dry properly.



Whatman  EasiCollect  
Buccal Collection Kit

• Place dried FTA card with DNA, swab and 
demographic sheet in an envelope.

• Seal envelope.
• Mail to laboratory or drop off at State Health 

Laboratories.
• no Chain of Custody paperwork necessary.

• There is a drop box in the lobby.
• Note: it is OK to use expired FTA kits as long as 

the package is still sealed.
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