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Site Health Risks Summary

.1 ¢ and Recommendations

How Indoor Air Quality May Affect Your Health

Q Site:

333 Strawberry Field Road, Warwick,
Rhode Island

AContaminants of Concern:

Trichloroethylene (TCE), tetrachloroethylene
(PCE), and chlorinated volatile organic
compounds (CVOCs) in indoor air

@Goal:

To determine if contaminants found in indoor
air may harm the health of people who work in
the building

@ Findi :
A dings
* TCE concentrations in early samples at the
Site showed there could be an increased risk
for cancer. Recent samples show TCE levels
are declining, likely because control
measures now in place are effective.

* The most recent samples of indoor air at the
Site (July 2025) show concentrations of TCE,
PCE, and other CVOCs that pose little to no
health risk for full- and part-time workers
based on current health guidelines.

e Some TCE found in indoor air at the Site may

come from products used by building
tenants. Tenants stopped using these
products in April 2025, but more air

sampling may be needed to confirm whether

TCE levels have continued to decrease and
are below risk levels according to health
guidelines.

b Recommendations to Protect
I Your Health:

e Limit the use of chlorinated volatile organic
compounds (CVOCs) in work processes.
Always use CVOCs in well-ventilated spaces.

* Regularly open windows and doors to keep
indoor areas well ventilated and reduce
potential exposure.

e Avoid using products that contain
trichloroethylene (TCE). Follow all safety
instructions and use proper protective
equipment if you must use products that
contain TCE.

e Ask for updates on indoor air sampling
results and any actions being taken to
reduce exposure risks.

bRecommendations for Consultants
I and Government Partners:

* The Site owner, Strawberry Field Estates, Inc.,
should implement all possible remedial
measures proposed by the consultant and
RIDEM.

e Updated indoor air assessment is
recommended to determine how
contamination continues to change.

e The Wieland Metal Services Tenant Space
(also referred to as the “Longroom”), which
has the highest CVOC concentrations (July
2025), should use effective control measures
such as air purification or other sufficient
mitigation systems to improve indoor air
quality.

e Since it is unclear how visible the notices
from June 2025 are to employees, there
should be additional communication
measures.

* RIDEM or the Site owner should promptly
share any new environmental data with
RIDOH for further review.

JRlDOH will:

* Provide a copy of the Health Consultation to
community partners.

e Evaluate new data as it becomes available.

e Continue to evaluate the best available
science regarding risks associated with TCE
exposure and health-related outcomes.
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About TCE, PCE, and CVOCs

TCE is a nonflammable, colorless liquid. It is a
chemical that is part of a group of chlorinated
solvents known as CVOCs. TCE is a solvent used
to remove grease from metal parts. It is found
in industrial and manufacturing materials such
as adhesives, paint removers, varnishes,
lubricants, and spot removers.

Learn more about TCE at:
https://wwwn.cdc.gov/TSP/ToxFAQs/ToxFAQs
Details.aspx?faqid=172&toxid=30

PCE and other CVOCs at the Site were found to
be at levels below health guidelines (July 2025);
therefore, this Site Investigation Report Card
focuses only on TCE.

Potential Health Effects of TCE

Inhalation of trichloroethylene (TCE) has been
associated with a range of adverse health
effects, including both cancerous and
noncancerous outcomes. Occupational and
experimental studies have linked TCE exposure
to respiratory issues (such as bronchiolitis), liver
toxicity (including hepatitis), immune system
suppression, and autoimmune disorders (such as
scleroderma). Neurological symptoms such as
dizziness, sleepiness, impaired coordination,
and headaches have also been reported in both
human workers and lab animals exposed to
intermediate and high levels of TCE.

TCE exposure has been shown to have harmful
effects even at low levels. Animal studies have
linked long-term and prenatal exposure to
immune system changes and heart
malformations in developing fetuses,
suggesting that pregnant women and unborn
children are especially vulnerable. At the Site,
indoor air levels of TCE exceed recommended
health guidelines (July 2025). However, the
overall health risks are very low, and with
continued mitigation strategies, TCE levels may
continue to drop below health guidelines.

Evaluation Area:

The property 333 Strawberry Field Road (the
Site) is in Warwick, Rhode Island and is owned
by Strawberry Field Estates, Inc. (SFE). The Site
consists of 77 acres and includes a single-story
industrial building covering 16 acres. Since the
1960s, the building was used for a range of
industrial operations, including equipment
manufacturing, metal finishing, industrial
painting, rustproofing, warehousing, and office
spaces.

RIDEM was notified in April 2025 that one of
the building tenants used an aerosol product
containing 90% TCE. This product was in use
during the February 2025 indoor air sampling
event. The environmental consultant has
worked with the tenant to stop use of the
product. The property is currently leased and
managed by Lares Group Il LLC, which subleases
portions of the facility to other tenants.

About the Evaluation:

RIDEM, EPA, and environmental consultants
collected indoor air data in the building at
Strawberry Field Road in February 2025. RIDOH
used these test results to understand if the
concentrations of contaminants in the air may
have negative impacts on the health of people
working in the building. The results are
published in a letter health consultation, a
technical document that explains the analysis,
and an Addendum, a document with updated
information.

To read the full Health Consultation, visit
health.ri.gov/EHRAP. If you have questions or
concerns, call 401-222-7746.

This factsheet was made possible by a cooperative
agreement [program # CDC-RFA-TS-23-0001] from the
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry
(ATSDR). Its contents are solely the responsibility of the
Rhode Island Department of Health and do not
necessarily represent the official views of the ATSDR, or
the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
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