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Addendum: 

In September 2025, the Rhode Island Department of Health (RIDOH) published a report on 

indoor air quality at Strawberry Field Road and its potential impact on health (hereon in referred 

to as the “original report”)1. This addendum serves to provide an update of the indoor air quality 

in the facility based on recent sampling data. The Environmental Health Risk Assessment 

Program (EHRAP) found that the concentrations of all contaminants have decreased. The TCE 

concentration from the July 2025 indoor air sampling event at 333 Strawberry Field Road 

is very close to being below the health guidelines; although the cancer health risks remain 

slightly elevated, the risks are nearly negligible.1 There are no longer any non-cancer 

health risks present at the Site. 

The property 333 Strawberry Field Road (the Site) is in Warwick, Rhode Island and includes a 

single-story industrial building that has been used for a range of industrial operations in the mid-

1900s. Equipment manufacturing, metal finishing, industrial painting, rustproofing, warehousing, 

and office spaces are some of the purposes the space has served2,3.  

The findings in the original report identify unsafe levels of chlorinated volatile organic carbons 

(CVOCs) in the building, including trichloroethylene (TCE) and tetrachloroethylene (PCE)1. The 

original report was written based on an indoor sampling event from February 2025. Since the 

sampling event in February 2025, recent sampling was completed in July 2025. These recent data 

show that values for PCE have decreased to non-detect (ND).4 The PCE detection limit (DL) is 

stated as 1.370 μg/m3 for the instrumentation used for the sampling.4 The concentration of PCE 

for indoor air from July 2025 read ND.4 The MassDEP Health-based guideline for chronic 

exposure to indoor air for PCE is 2.0 μg/m3.5,6 Therefore, there is no longer an existing health 

risk for PCE at the Site.5 

The sampling data from July 2025 show that TCE concentrations have significantly decreased. 

The TCE concentration of the indoor air from the July 2025 sampling event is 4.3 μg/m3.4 This 

TCE concentration continues to exceed the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 

(ATSDR) Health-based guideline for chronic exposure to indoor air of 0.21 μg/m3.5,7  However, 

concentrations have significantly decreased since the February 2025 sampling event. ATSDR’s 

Public Health Assessment Site Tool (PHAST) calculated cancer and noncancer health risks 

posed by this most recent indoor air sample data for TCE for two groups: full-and part-time 

workers. The reasonable maximum exposure (RME) reflects an estimate of the highest 

reasonable exposure, considering scenarios where workers may have prolonged or more intense 

exposure, such as spending more time in an area with higher concentrations of the chemical. The 

RME Cancer Risk for TCE is 1.1E-6 (full-time) for the default scenario. This value decreased by 

an order of magnitude compared to the RME of 7.1E-5 (full-time) in the original report for TCE. 

This is a significant decrease in cancer risk. Cancer risk estimates are based on potential 

exposure to hazardous substances, and any risk below 1 in a million (1.0E-6) is generally 

considered "no concern for increased cancer risk.” Although cancer cases remain slightly 



elevated for full-time workers only, the levels for TCE are generally considered “no concern for 

increased cancer risk” since 1.1E-6 and 1.0E-6 are within a small margin. Read more about 

cancer health risks on page 10 of the original report.1 

Thanks to the remediation efforts on the Site, health risks have been substantially lowered. 

RIDOH is publishing this Addendum to update our conclusions and recommendations. Our 

investigation has shown that risk of health effects is no longer substantial.  

 EHRAP has adjusted the following conclusions:  

• Based on current exposure guidelines and toxicological data, the health risks associated 

with the detected indoor air concentrations for PCE and TCE are considered negligible 

(i.e., no expected risk or the risk approaching zero) for full-and part-time workers.  

• Recent sampling indicates a decline in the levels of chemicals of concern, suggesting that 

effective controls are in place in the facility.  

• As indicated by the sample event in July 2025, the location with the description 

“Longroom,” which is identified as the Wieland Metal Services Tenant Space, has the 

highest CVOC concentration. 

From these conclusions, EHRAP recommends:  

• Employees at the Strawberry Field Road facility should be cautious when working with 

organic solvents or other materials that may contain TCE or PCE. 

• The Site owner, Strawberry Field Estates, Inc., should continue to implement the 

remedial measures proposed by the consultant and RIDEM to the fullest extent possible. 

• Since it is unclear how visible the notices from June 2025 are to employees, there should 

be additional communication measures to make employees aware of the health risks of 

exposure to the chemicals onsite. Tenants, employees, and concerned individuals are 

encouraged to contact RIDOH or RIDEM with inquiries about health risks.  

• People in the building should minimize exposure to elevated CVOC levels, particularly in 

areas of known contamination (such as the Wieland Metal Services Tenant Space also 

known as “Longroom”). Appropriate air purification or mitigation systems should be put 

in places in areas of highest concentration.  

• CVOCs used during manufacturing processes should be minimized and used only in 

well-ventilated areas.  

• A comprehensive updated indoor air assessment is recommended after intervention have 

been installed and are operational to determine how contamination continues to change 

before and after the interventions. This assessment should capture the same data points 

from the original February 2025 sampling event. If results are above 6 ug/m3 of TCE, that 

room should be closed and biweekly monitoring should be implemented.  



• If monitoring detects levels of TCE in a room at or above 2 μg/m3 for 2 consecutive 

measurements, or at or above 6 μg/m3 in a single measurement, that room should be 

closed.  

• If monitoring detects levels of PCE in a room at or above 40 μg/m3 for 2 consecutive 

measurements, that room should be closed.  

• If monitoring consistently shows TCE levels at or above 0.21 μg/m3 or PCE levels at or 

above 2 μg/m3 for more than 12 months, even with inclusion of all available mitigation 

techniques, Site tenants should investigate options to move to a new building. 

• RIDEM and the Site owner should continue to promptly share any new environmental 

data with RIDOH for further review. 

 

  



REPORT PREPARATION  

This Addendum was made possible by a cooperative agreement [program # CDC-RFA-TS-23- 

0001] from the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR). Its contents are 

solely the responsibility of the Rhode Island Department of Health Environmental Risk 

Assessment Program and do not necessarily represent the official views of the ATSDR, or the 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  

Author 

 

Isabella Silverman, MS 

Environmental Health Risk Assessment Toxicologist 

Division of Environmental Health 

Rhode Island Department of Health 

 

Rhode Island Department of Health Reviewers 

 

Zachary Shepard, PhD 

Principal Environmental Health Risk Assessment Toxicologist 

Division of Environmental Health 

Rhode Island Department of Health 

 

Catherine Feeney 

Division Director 

Division of Environmental Health 

 

  



References  

[1] RIDOH (Rhode Island Department of Health). 2025. Strawberry Field Road: Concern 

Regarding Indoor Air Quality On The Property; Letter Health Consultation; Rhode Island 

Department of Health: Providence, RI, 2025. 

https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/2025-

09/StrawberryFieldRoad_LHC_FINAL.pdf 

[2] RIDEM (Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Office of Waste 

Management). 2004. Strawberry Field Estates, Inc. Clean-up Activity Fact Sheet. 

https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/programs/benviron/waste/strawbry/fs5.pdf 

[3] RIDEM (Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management, Office of Waste 

Management). 2000. Strawberry Field Estates, Inc. Site Investigation Completion Fact Sheet. 

https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/programs/benviron/waste/strawbry/fs5.pdf 

[4] SAGE Environmental, Inc. 2025. SR-35-0733 – 2025.07.25, HAPSite Screening Results. 

[Internal document]. 

[5] SAGE Environmental, Inc. 2025. HAPSite Site Plan – July 25, 2025. [Internal document]. 

[6] MassDEP (Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection). 2017. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/tetrachloroethylene-perchloroethylene-inhalation-unit-risk-value-

june-2014  

[7] ATSDR (Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry). 2019. Toxicological Profile 

for Trichloroethylene (TCE); US Department of Health and Human Services. 

https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp19.pdf 

https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/2025-09/StrawberryFieldRoad_LHC_FINAL.pdf
https://health.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur1006/files/2025-09/StrawberryFieldRoad_LHC_FINAL.pdf
https://dem.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur861/files/programs/benviron/waste/strawbry/fs5.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/tetrachloroethylene-perchloroethylene-inhalation-unit-risk-value-june-2014
https://www.mass.gov/doc/tetrachloroethylene-perchloroethylene-inhalation-unit-risk-value-june-2014
https://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/toxprofiles/tp19.pdf

