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Lead Screening Updates

The Childhood Lead Poisoning program is pleased to share that begin-
ning late summer, the Lead Care Il system will officially be allowed for
use in all Rhode Island provider offices. This change reflects updated
guidance and expanded access to reliable point—of—care blood lead
testing, making it easier for providers to screen in clinical environments.
Stay tuned for additional information on implementation, training, and
resources in the coming months. We also have launched an animated
public services announcement (PSA), in English, Spanish and Portuguese,
to raise awareness of the importance of lead screening. Please be sure
to run your Lead Screening Reports in KIDSNET to identify which of your
patients are in need of a lead screening.

Lead screening status of Rhode Island children turning
3 years old in Quarter 1, 2023-2025
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SSV Program Enroliment

Enrollment in the Rhode Island State-Supplied Vaccine (SSV) Program opened on June 1. Please update the healthcare
professionals associated with your practice and be sure to designate a KIDSNET Administrator. If you have any questions
about enrollment, please contact the Immunization Representative listed in the header of your SSV Practice Menu
screen. Continue to check email messages and electronic newsletters from RIDOH to keep abreast of changes and
updates about SSV. Please note that for new practices, KIDSNET/RICAIR access can only be granted after enrollment is
completed. Failure to complete enrollment by July 1 will affect your ability to order vaccine through SSV.

Rhode Island Newborn Screening Program Adds Two New Conditions

Effective July 1, 2025, Rhode Island will screen infants for two new conditions: Guanidinoacetate Methyltransferase
(GAMT) Deficiency and Mucopolysaccharidosis Type Il (MPS II). These conditions were added after being recommended
at the national level and by the Rhode Island Newborn Screening Advisory Committee. The two new conditions will
appear in KIDSNET on the Newborn Screening page for children who are born in Rhode Island. Currently, Rhode Island
screens infants for 33 blood conditions, hearing loss, critical congenital heart disease, and developmental risk.

Rhode Island law [23-13-13, 23-13-14] requires that all infants born in Rhode Island receive newborn screening.
Newborn screening tests infants for certain harmful or potentially fatal disorders. Newborn screening leads to improved
health outcomes and reduces morbidity and mortality due to early identification and intervention. Without screening,
children with these disorders are often diagnosed too late to benefit from treatment.

The infant's physician will be notified if an infant does not pass the newborn screening. To learn more about newborn
screening and what you should do to ensure babies receive appropriate follow-up care, visit
www.health.ri.gov/newbornscreening/for/providers

Newborn blood spot and sickle cell screening lab reports available in KIDSNET

Effective July 1, 2025, you will be able to access the actual lab report, in pdf format, for your patients newborn
screening blood spot results in KIDSNET. A sickle cell screening report will also be available.

The full reports of blood spot screening will be available to primary care offices for infants by clicking a link in the
“Newborn Screening” section of KIDSNET. The Newborn Screening Program will continue to send results to providers’
office as they become available from the lab.

People carrying the genetic trait for Sickle Cell who do not actually have the disease are still at risk during intense
exercise, especially in high heat or altitude. The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) requires that all Division
I, I, and Ill school athletes be tested for sickle cell trait. Athletes are required to provide a copy of their trait results to
their academic institutions. People entering military service may also be required to provide sickle cell screening results.
Effective July 1, medical offices will be able to download and print a sickle cell status report of their patients’ (ages 17
to 25 years old) by clicking on a link in the “Newborn Screening” section of KIDSNET.

WIC Online Application

Great news for Rhode Island families! The WIC program now offers an
online application. WIC helps families with nutrition education and
access to healthy foods. Learn if your family can participate in WIC right
from your phone or computer. Scan the QR code to get started, or visit
bit.ly/RI-WIC-Eligibility

The online form is quick and easy to use. Find out today if WIC can help
families in your care or program! Check the KIDSNET WIC page for WIC
participation and blood test information.
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