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Nurse-Family Partnership Closes
After serving �rst time parents for more than14 years, the statewide 
Nurse-Family Partnership (NFP) family visiting program at Children’s 
Friend concluded services in March. NFP is an evidence-based family 
visiting model that pairs a �rst-time, expectant mother with her own 
nurse.  Pregnant women are required to enroll in the program before 
their 28th week of pregnancy and are visited by a nurse home visitor 
until their child is two.

Similar to the staf�ng challenges faced in primary care, the NFP program 
in Rhode Island struggled to hire and keep nurse family visitors. When 
NFP closed, the team had only one nurse family visitor, and there were 
less than two dozen families enrolled.

All families were offered enrollment in Early Head Start, Healthy Families 
America, or Parents as Teachers. Families were also offered Rhode 
Island’s short-term program, First Connections.

To refer someone to Family Visiting, call 401-222-5960 or fax a referral 
to 401-222-5688.

If you would like to see which of your patients are, or have been, 
enrolled in a Family Visiting agency, run your Family Visiting Report in 
KIDSNET.

National Family Visiting Week 2025 
National Family Visiting Week is April 21-25 and is an opportunity to 
celebrate early childhood workers and the positive impact they make on 
maternal and child health outcomes. Our Rhode Island early childhood 
workers are passionate and are dedicated to helping families achieve 
their goals.

Parenting and caring for young children can be hard. Family Visitors 
work alongside parents and caregivers to build their con�dence and 
resilience. Family Visiting supports may lead to healthier birth outcomes, 
increased family self-suf�ciency, and help children enter school fully 
prepared to succeed.

RIDOH’s Family Visiting programs include First Connections, Healthy 
Families America, and Parents as Teachers. They work with other early 
childhood partners such as Early Intervention and Early Head Start to 
help meet the unique needs of each family.

Let’s celebrate the work they do every day for our Rhode Island Families!
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Early Intervention Data Added to EHDI Data on the Web 
The Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program’s data visualization has been updated to include 
additional data. Aggregate Early Intervention data for 2017-2023 and Newborn Screening and Diagnostic Audiology 
data for 2017-2023 are now available for query. This data visualization can be found on the RIDOH EHDI webpage or 
by visiting the EHDI data page here: https://health.ri.gov/data/early-hearing-detection-intervention-data. The KIDSNET 
Newborn Hearing Screening Follow-up report identi�es children in your program or practice who need newborn 
hearing screening, diagnostic audiology, or enrollment in Early Intervention. Prompt follow-up is important for brain 
and speech/language development. 

KIDSNET Partial Search Changes  
KIDSNET has expanded its search functionality. You can now enter partial information followed by an asterisk (*) to 
increase your chances of a successful search. Previously, when entering A* for a patient’s �rst name and the patient’s 
date of birth, KIDSNET produced a list of patients who have the letter A as their �rst initial and date of birth entered. 
However, some patients go by middle names, or their �rst and middle names may have been switched when sent to 
KIDSNET. Now, by entering A* for the �rst name and a date of birth, KIDSNET produces a list of patients beginning 
with A in addition to middle names that start with A and the same date of birth. For example, entering A* for the �rst 
name, date of birth 01/01/2012 will give results such as:

Amanda Smith 01/01/2012

Gideon Adam Greyson 01/01/2012

Immunization Data Exchange via the IZ Gateway.
KIDSNET/RICAIR exchanges immunization data with several other State and jurisdictional immunization registries and 
federal data systems via the CDC sponsored and supported IZ Gateway data exchange tool.  Data are exchanged for 
patients who have a record in KIDSNET/RICAIR that includes, or has included, an address in KIDSNET/RICAIR from the 
partner jurisdiction. This is reciprocated by the other jurisdiction for patients with Rhode Island addresses in their 
registries. Those partners currently include Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Illinois, Kentucky, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
New Jersey, City of New York, and the City of Philadelphia. KIDSNET/RICAIR also receives patient immunization data 
from CDC RIISE EDN (Refugee Health Services) and Veterans Health Administration facilities in Rhode Island (Hospital 
and 3 clinic locations).  

KIDSNET/RICAIR continues to develop additional data exchange partnerships as resources and available partners 
present themselves.


