Eleanor Slater Hospital/Zambarano Unit
Pollution Risk Assessment Results
The Eleanor Slater Hospital/Zambarano Unit
(PWSID 1647516) is a community water system
located in Burrillville that serves approximately 750
patients and staff daily through 20 service connections.
The water system draws surface water from Wallum
Lake. Water is treated for corrosion control, filtered,
and disinfected, then discharged to a storage tank
before being released to the distribution network. The
last sanitary survey was November 3, 2000. For
further information contact Scott George at 2090
Wallum Lake Road, Pascoag, RI 02859.
Treatment:
Sodium hypochlorite is added to the water to provide
disinfection. Sodium hydroxide is added to minimize
corrosion.
The Source Protection Area for this water system is
the entire drainage basin for Wallum Lake, with an
area of about 1500 acres. It is about 3¼ miles North to
South and 1¼ mile East to West, and extends about
1¼ mile into the town of Douglas, MA. The West side
is mostly forested wetlands, with institutional and low to
moderate density residential development on the East
side.
Sample Summary (for the previous five years)
▲ A violation for total coliform was issued. Resampling revealed that the problem had been
corrected.
▲ Nitrate levels have been consistently low.
▲ There were two violations of the total
trihalomethanes standard. A violation indicates
that the sample exceeded the amount deemed
acceptable by the US EPA. For more information,
contact the water system.
This report summarizes assessment results for this
water system. The assessment identifies both known
and potential sources of pollution occurring in the
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source protection area, and ranks the water source
based on the likelihood of future contamination. The
goal of this study is to help water suppliers, local
officials, residents and consumers to learn more
about source water protection. Because water
quality is directly related to land use activities,
everyone living or working in the source protection
area has a role to play in keeping local water supplies
safe.
POLLUTION RISKS:
▲ Wallum Lake is managed for recreation on the
Massachusetts side of the state border.
▲ Several roads are located near the source,
increasing the risk of hazardous material spills
and contamination by road salt.
▲ There are underground storage tanks on the
hospital property.
PROTECTION OPPORTUNITIES:
▲ The majority of the source protection area
consists of undeveloped forestland.
▲ The towns can implement land use controls and
programs to protect this source protection area
from future high-intensity development.
▲ Best management practices can be used by the
hospital in using, storing and disposing of
potential contaminants.
▲ Residents can follow the guidelines on the back
to reduce the impact of common household
contaminants.
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