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Project Title: Rhode Island’s Maternal, Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting
Program

Applicant Name: Rhode Island Department of Health

Address: 3 Capitol Hill, Room 302; Providence, Rl 02908-5097

Contact Person: Kristine Campagna

Phone Number: 401.222.5927 Fax Number: 401.222.1442

Email Address: Kristine.Campagna@health.ri.gov

Web Address: http://www.health.ri.gov

The Rhode Island Department of Health has been designated to apply for the Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program funding in Rhode Island. The Rhode Island
Department of Health is well positioned to lead this initiative. The Department has strong experience
developing, implementing and managing maternal and child health programs, experience in data
collection and analysis, experience leading systems development, and experience successfully
collaborating with Federal, State and local entities.

Rhode Island will fulfill the requirements necessary to receive the FY 2011 ACA Maternal,
Infant and Early Childhood Home Visiting Program funding by submitting an application for
funding that addresses the needs identified in the comprehensive home visiting needs assessment.

The Rhode Island Department of Health Division of Community, Family Health and
Equity has supported home visiting for the past 20 years. The current home visiting program,
First Connections, focuses on screening and referring children from birth to three years of age to
appropriate services. The capacity of evidence-based home visiting programs for families at risk
for poor outcomes remains insufficient to serve the population that would benefit from such
programs; this is particularly true for pregnant women and children at highest risk for poor
outcomes. Over the past several years, the Department has worked in conjunction with Successful
Start and other state and local partners to implement more intensive long-term evidence based
home visiting interventions. RI will build on the existing system of home visiting to create a
more comprehensive set of programs. Through the FY 2010 ACA Maternal, Infant and Early
Childhood Home Visiting funding, Rhode Island has established a Home Visiting Leadership
Council to guide program implementation and policy development.

After considering s number of factors, RI has chosen to implement Parents as Teachers in
the four communities, to serve approximately 140 families with FY 2011 funding. The
Department of Health will engage in this work, and continue to support the implementation of
Healthy Families America (100 slots) and expansion of Nurse-Family Partnership (25 slots) as
funded through the FY 2010 Updated State Plan, in partnership with other state and community
stakeholders and coordinate efforts with RI’s early childhood comprehensive systems building
work Successful Start. Through the implementation of Parents as Teachers in the four
communities, Rhode Island is better positioned to offer a continuum of programs to best meet the
diverse needs of families living in communities most at risk for poor outcomes. Expanding the
capacity of evidence based home visiting programs in Rhode Island is an important step in the
effort to build quality comprehensive statewide systems for pregnant woman, parents and
caregivers, and young children.



