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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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STEPHEN L. CARSON, E.Pa.

ADMINISTRATIVE DECISION

This matter came o1 or hearihg before an Ad_éudieati(m Ofﬁccr within the Departmerzt of |-

1 Health on April 25, 2002. The Administrative Heamng Nouce issued ’by the Departme:m ond oo

February 21, 2(}(}2, alleged that the Respondent has b,—eep guilty of unprf}f::ss_zonaj conduct in ;he
| practice of p’harrﬁacjas set forth in Section 5-19.1-21411). -Spggiﬁc-_aily,_“i_-tisj alleged that on or |
1 sbout October 280_1," the Respondent did divert c;fmén-q}lgdi substances from ti}e CYS P;ha:ri@aqy:
wherein he was e_z_ilnpifoycdﬁs the regi:straiit and priﬁ':nar)f ﬁahérﬁn.a#:iét The 'R'esp-ondent app'earéd at |

the hearing and was represented by legal counsel.

FINDINGS OF FACT

The i{)epéftment'presenzed the Respondent as its only witness:

he Dé}‘i&ftﬁi&h‘t;‘pfé&dﬁced e

a letter (Exhibit State’s &;) written h\r the Re«:po:ndem to thc*: BEoard of Phar mae,) m responsa fo an T

“ompia;nt that the Board had- rewzved reiahw*- -to- -}m diversion of drugs Whllw at- VS The . @ -

Respondent admitted sending the -1ette;_r ani;“}" at't'és'ted" fo the contents thereof. - In the letter and in-: L

his testimony at hearsng, the Rebgez*d@n; adrnttad that over the course of approxvnaieiy four to |

six weeks cammem‘mg in about Uotober 2001, he diverted aaout 150 Vzcodm pllEq per week to

| hiz.own use. e .testi.ﬁe:d that in zha.cmzrse of. moying.ﬁsm%mre; he injured himself. Rather than.| .

seek. madical  freatment, he began taking Vicodin from . the pharmacy without a legitimate




i prescription., At first, :he: took them (:)nli\;/ fo;f hiinseif Subsequenﬁy, he began{ givfing'the Vicodi.ﬁ'
0 rignds he had met in Vériosjs ﬁiwhticiubay ‘He did not sell ih@ Vicodin, but gave it away m'
.order. to bg 2 “big shot” w1‘th his frwn&s ’fnﬁ. Respondent’s acvuv;iy ceasea when the Ca]Vdi‘nOltl
was discovered by CV S, Accorfimg to Respondent’s testimony, he then immediately ceaseéd
| taking the drugs and tried to “clean up” bis act, There was t?SEiﬁ_myﬁh%f Respordent hes been a |
| vharmasist since 1 979 without incident, He also stated that he has ?ﬂrbf,ie?i m a counseling
program and that he h&s ac juxted his life for me better :['o‘iuwmgr the diversion dzqc,overv He has.
1 stopped frequentmg ni glit clubs and, has all but given up alcohol, The Resé)ondezﬁ expressed his

| sincere desire to remain in the practice of pharmacy and indicated a willingness to.comply with |

whatever son‘tx“olj?s- the Adjudication Ofﬁ*cer-might"impése upon him in or(icr t(’)'fe{a'in"his’ Hc’ense." T

Respondent stated ihat he naedcd e‘nployment asa pharmaust 50 that hc, could qupport s ex

wife and young son as-we H as. retam hcalth insurance for them He hdS not told his present

employer about the pend@ncy'_qf '__t'Ex_ez ali‘cgat_fit_}ns"againSt him..

s ’\T(‘LU‘%H}N :

Dwerswn of contrmied subsmnces by a phmnacz 5 .irz‘ésg:ae_ctive_pf the reason;issthe very .

esserice a':af-‘uﬂ;arofessionai conduct in: violation of - Seciion -5-19.1-21(11). - The fact. .that:

Re spcmdem towk St u,h a vast quantily uf Jrugs forthe re(:fedtaonal use of his frierzds is even more-| - -

troubling. - Further, the activity d]d nnt cease unui xt WdS discovered by the employer and ti

Respondent was ceng‘ront;ed with -t})a fa@:ts Onlv then., dzd hf.—: admat to takmg the drugs. I.t 1S4 . ..

admirable that the Respordent has taken action to clcan up’ h‘is act, but it dpes not negate his 1 -

unprofessional conduct: Diversion of drugs by:a:pharmacist; whe has sworn to protect thes| «

nublic, must carry-with' it-sericus consequences in order to: preserve the health and safety of the-| - -
I ¥ P 1 yoft

public.




ORDER
Based upen ths testimony and evidence presented, the Adjudication Officer hereby enters |

the following QRDER, ####i5i @i

1. The Respondent’s licenseas a regist&i‘edr harmacist is hereby suspended foithwith fora { < -

minimum purmd oE twc*vc (12‘} moutb% ST

2. That upon the expiration of twelve {12) momhs 1he Respondent may @piy 3 the Board
of Pharmacy for reinstarement Df his license éﬁzzpﬂxz such terﬁhé and conditions as the board
deems fit to impose at that "’iime}

g /7
Entered this LZ{} r}ay of f;’%ff 2002,

|‘{/

/Qmm% /4. é;\//*ﬁé/%

fMaﬁgenA Hobson, Esquire:
Q{ijudi aticn Officer
DeputiChief Legal Cemzsel
R.1. Department of Health -
Cannon Building, Room 404
Three.Capitol Hill R
Providence, RI 02808-3087
Tel. (401) 222-2137 :
Fax (401)222-1250

YOU HAVE 30 DAYS - WITHIN WHICH TIME TO  APPEAL THIS
ADMIVESTRATIVE DECISE(}N TO THE SUI’EREOR COURT.

I hereby certify that T have mailed a copy of the within' Adminjstrative. Decman to. Daryl L

Dayian, quan'f: 67 (‘edax Street, P‘"owdence RI 02903 on ’Ehz:s ?? ;" day of {f’%/}ﬁﬁ 2002.
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