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Best Practices for Immunizing Patients

Use CDC’s Recommended Childhood and Adolescent Schedule:
http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html and the “Summary of Recommendations for Childhood
and Adolescent Immunization”: www.immunize.org/catg.d/rules1.pdf. Also use the CDC’s
Recommended Adult Schedule: http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/schedules/index.html

Always provide a Vaccine Information Statement (VIS) to the patient or parent/guardian prior to
administering vaccines: http://www.health.ri.gov/immunization/for/providers/#resource

Click on: Immunizations and the Flu

To avoid missed opportunities for immunizations, assess child’s vaccination status at each sick visit and
all well-child visits. Use this questionnaire www.immunize.org/catg.d/p4060scr.pdf to screen vaccine
recipients for contraindications to vaccines.

Refer to the Rhode Island Department of Health Immunization Resource Manual
www.health.ri.gov/resources/immunization for current immunization materials.

If you are a KIDSNET provider, log in to www.kidsnet.health.ri.gov to assess the immunization status of
all your childhood patients by running the KIDSNET “Missing Immunizations” report.

As required in the SSV Agreement, the practice needs to assign a Vaccine Administrative Lead to take
the California website EZIZ “Preparing Vaccines” and “Administering Vaccines” trainings and share
that knowledge with all vaccine administrators in the practice.

Tips for Vaccine Storage and Handling

1.

Designate one person as the Vaccine Manager and another as the back-up to be responsible for
ensuring proper vaccine storage and handling, vaccine ordering using OSMOSSIS, monitoring
refrigerator and freezer temperatures, and knowing how to implement the practice “Disaster Plan”.
Contact your Immunization Program representative for assistance as needed.

As required by the SSV Agreement, new vaccine contact and vaccine back-up staff need to complete
the California website EZIZ “Storing Vaccine” training at http://eziz.org/eziz-training/

Use a continuous temperature monitoring device, certified and calibrated to NIST standards for each
vaccine unit. Contact your Immunization Program representative for assistance as needed.

Continue to use the daily temperature log, documenting beginning-of-day and end-of-day
temperatures and the minimum/maximum temperatures for the previous 24 hour period.
Stand-alone refrigerators and stand-alone freezers are strongly recommended for vaccine storage by
the CDC and state.
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